[Formation of dipeptides--a side reaction in racemization of phenylalanine].
It was shown that acetylated dipeptides, Ac-D-Phe-D-Phe-OH, Ac-L-Phe-L-Phe-OH, Ac-D-Phe-L-Phe-OH, and Ac-L-Phe-D-Phe-OH, are formed during D-phenylalanine racemization. The overall content of these dipeptides in the reaction mixture ranged from 40 to 60% depending on the reaction conditions. We concluded that, like alpha-aminoisobutyric acid, phenylalanine is prone to polymerization under racemization conditions.